
Friday, December 5 and Monday, December 15 at noon
Helzberg Hall, Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts

JOE LEFEVRE, CONDUCTOR

PROGRAM

“Deck the Halls”
“The Wassail Song”

“The Holly and the Ivy”
“The First Noel”

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”
“Silent Night”

“Adeste Fideles”
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

“Joy to the World”
“Bring A Torch Jeannette, Isabella”

“O Christmas Tree”
“Carol of the Bells”

“Jingle Bells”

TubaChristmas is sponsored in part by Don Flora and Janet Stallmeyer.  
Additional generous support is provided by an anonymous friend  

of the low brass.

2025

TubaChristmas



About the Conductor

JOE LEFEVRE, CONDUCTOR

Joe LeFevre joined the Kansas City Symphony in 2018. Prior to this  
appointment, he was principal tuba of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago. 
LeFevre holds a bachelor’s degree in tuba performance with an emphasis 
in music education from Michigan State University. He has studied with 
Phil Sinder, Gene Pokorny, Mike Roylance, Dennis Nulty, Deanna Swoboda, 
Jacob Cameron and Bill Short. He has performed as soloist with the  
Kansas City Symphony, Michigan State University Wind Symphony, and 
Civic Orchestra of Chicago. In addition, he has subbed with the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, Los Angeles Philharmonic, St. Louis Symphony  
Orchestra, Detroit Symphony Orchestra, the Santa Fe  
Opera, and Cincinnati Pops Orchestra, and he was a  
Tanglewood Music Center fellow in 2016. LeFevre was  
won and medaled in various international competitions 
 including the Leonard Falcone International Tuba  
and Euphonium Festival Competition and the  
International Tuba and Euphonium Conference  
Soloist Competition. In 2013, LeFevre was a member  
of the Michigan State Spartan Marching Band when  
they performed at the 100th Rose Bowl Game.

LeFevre is a native of Kalamazoo, Michigan.  
In his spare time, he enjoys triathlon,  
collecting watches, fantasy football,  
and spending time with family and  
friends. He is an avid sports fan  
and lifelong baseball and  
football enthusiast. Joe has  
adopted the Chiefs however  
despite Kansas City’s best  
intentions, he remains a  
devoted Detroit Tigers fan.  
Joe and his wife call Kansas  
City home and live with their three  
dogs Ash, Luna and Toby.



History

TUBACHRISTMAS was conceived in 1974 by Harvey Phillips as a tribute 
to his teacher and mentor William J. Bell, born on Christmas Day, 1902.

Through the legendary William J. Bell we reflect on our heritage and 
honor all great artists and teachers whose legacy has given us high 
performance standards, well-structured pedagogy, professional integrity, 
personal values and a camaraderie envied by all other instrumentalists.

The first TUBACHRISTMAS® was conducted by Paul Lavalle in New York 
City’s Rockefeller Plaza Ice Rink on Sunday, December 22, 1974.  
Traditional Christmas music performed at the first TUBACHRISTMAS® 
was arranged by American composer Alec Wilder who ironically  
died on Christmas Eve, 1980.

TUBACHRISTMAS IN 

KANSAS CITY

The first Kansas City 
TubaChristmas was  
presented in 1979, when 
the group performed for 
the lighting of the Crown 
Center Christmas tree. The 
Kansas City Symphony 
is proud to be presenting 
TubaChristmas for the 
17th consecutive year. 
On December 7, 2018, the 
Kansas City Symphony 
set a GUINNESS WORLD 
RECORDS™ title for Largest 
Tuba Ensemble with 835 
performers, a record that 
still stands today.



A Holiday Tradition

Handel’s Messiah
DECEMBER 5-7

Experience the tradition of Handel’s 
Messiah in the breathtaking acoustics 
of Helzberg Hall, performed by your 
Kansas City Symphony, Symphony 
Chorus and soloists under Baroque 
master Nicholas McGegan.

Special Holiday Concert

Leslie Odom, Jr.:  

The Christmas Tour
DECEMBER 12-13

Originator of the role of Aaron Burr 
in Broadway’s megahit Hamilton, 
Grammy® and Tony® award-winner 
Leslie Odom, Jr. returns to Kansas City 
to join your Kansas City Symphony for 
a one-of-a-kind Christmas concert in 
Helzberg Hall. 

Festive Family Fun

Christmas Festival
DECEMBER 18-21

Join the Kansas City Symphony 
and Symphony Chorus for a 
magical holiday tradition. Celebrate 
Christmas with stunning symphonic 
arrangements, fresh renditions  
of beloved carols by vocalist  
Melinda Doolittle and an early  
visit from Santa!

Film + Live Orchestra

It’s a Wonderful Life  

In Concert
DECEMBER 23-24

Watch the beloved holiday classic  
“It’s a Wonderful Life” while the 
orchestra performs Dimitri Tiomkin’s 
timeless score live. Feel the joy, hope 
and nostalgia in Jimmy Stewart’s 
Oscar®-nominated performance and  
be reminded of the true meaning of 
the season. 

Holiday 
magic in 
every note.

ORDER YOUR TICKETS NOW!  816.471.0400 | KCSYMPHONY.ORG

SCAN FOR 

TICKETS!


