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FRIDAY, AUGUST 21

MATTHIAS PINTSCHER, MUSIC DIRECTOR  
  AND CONDUCTOR
BLAKE POULIOT, VIOLIN

Helzberg Hall,  
Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts

European Tour  
Send-Off Concert



European Tour 
2026 Schedule

Saturday, August 29
Elbphilharmonie, Hamburg

Thursday, August 27
Concertgebouw, Amsterdam

Sunday, August 30
Berlin Philharmonie
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Friday, August 21, 2026 at 7 p.m.

MATTHIAS PINTSCHER, MUSIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR
BLAKE POULIOT, VIOLIN

Helzberg Hall, Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts

THANK YOU

The 2026/27 season is generously sponsored by  
Shirley and Barnett C. Helzberg, Jr. 

Special thanks to 
Michael† and Susan Newburger
William and Nancy Scheerer
Don W. Shanks

Additional support provided by 
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MEuropean Tour 
Send-Off Concert

OLGA NEUWIRTH	 Tombeau I

OLGA NEUWIRTH	 Dreydl 

AARON COPLAND	 Suite from Appalachian Spring  
	   (1945 orchestration)

Intermission

PIOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY	 Concerto in D Major for  
	   Violin and Orchestra, op. 35
		  I. Allegro moderato
		  II. Canzonetta: Andante
		  III. Finale: Allegro vivacissimo
			   Blake Pouliot, violin 
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atthias Pintscher is the music 
director of the Kansas City 
Symphony and has recently  

been extended through the 2033/34 
season. He launched his tenure with  
a highly successful tour with the  
orchestra to Europe just before opening 
the 2024/25 season in Kansas City, 
with concerts at the Concertgebouw in 
Amsterdam, the Berlin Philharmonie and 
Hamburg’s Elbphilharmonie.  

Pintscher was formerly the music director of Ensemble 
Intercontemporain for a decade. He is currently in his seventh 
season as artistic partner of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra 
and has held several titled positions, including nine seasons as 
BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra’s artist-in-association, principal 
conductor of the Lucerne Festival Academy Orchestra, music 
director for the 2020 Ojai Festival and season creative chair with the 
Tonhalle-Orchester Zürich.  

Pintscher’s compositions are championed by some of today’s finest 
performing artists, orchestras and conductors, and have been 
performed by the Boston Symphony, Chicago Symphony, Cleveland 
Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, Berlin Philharmonic, London 
Symphony Orchestra, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra and Orchestre 
de Paris, among many others.  

Pintscher is published by Boosey & Hawkes and Bärenreiter. 
Recordings of his works can be found on Kairos, EMI, Teldec, Wergo, 
Winter & Winter and Alpha Classics.

MUSIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR

Matthias Pintscher
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escribed as “immaculate, at once refined and impassioned” 
(ArtsAtlanta), violinist Blake Pouliot (pool-YACHT) has  
anchored himself among the ranks of classical phenoms. 

A tenacious young artist with a passion 
that enraptures his audience in every 
performance, Pouliot has established 
himself as “one of those special talents 
that comes along once in a lifetime” 
(Toronto Star). 

Pouliot released his debut album on 
Analekta Records in 2019 to critical 
acclaim, including a five-star rating from 
BBC Music Magazine as well as a 2019 
Juno Award nomination for Best Classical 
Album. He has been featured twice on Rob 
Kapilow’s “What Makes It Great?” series and was NPR’s Performance 
Today Artist-in-Residence for the 2017/18 season in Minnesota, the 
2018/19 season in Hawaii and the 2021/22 season across Europe. In 
2016, he was awarded the grand prize at the Orchestre symphonique de 
Montréal Manulife Competition and was named first laureate of both the 
2018 and 2015 Canada Council for the Arts Musical Instrument Bank. 

Since his orchestral debut at age 11, Pouliot has performed with 
the orchestras of Aspen, Atlanta, Detroit, Dallas, Madison, Montreal, 
Toronto, San Francisco and Seattle, among many others. Internationally, 
he has performed as soloist with the Sofia Philharmonic in Bulgaria 
and Orchestra of the Americas on its South American tour, as well as 
being the featured soloist for the first-ever joint tour of the European 
Union Youth Orchestra and National Youth Orchestra of Canada. He 
has collaborated with many musical luminaries including conductors Sir 
Neville Marriner, David Afkham, Pablo Heras-Casado, David Danzmayr, 
JoAnn Falletta, Marcelo Lehninger, Nicholas McGegan, Alexander Prior, 
Vasily Petrenko and Thomas Søndergård. 

Pouliot studied violin in Canada with Marie Bérard and Erika Raum, and 
he completed his training as an associate of The Royal Conservatory of 
Music in Toronto. He graduated from the Colburn School Conservatory 
of Music, where he studied with Robert Lipsett, the Jascha Heifetz 
Distinguished Violin Chair.

Pouliot performs on a 1729 Guarneri del Gesù on generous loan from an 
anonymous donor.

VIOLIN

Blake Pouliot
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Kansas City Symphony
Orchestra Roster
MATTHIAS PINTSCHER, MUSIC DIRECTOR
MICHAEL STERN, MUSIC DIRECTOR LAUREATE

FIRST VIOLINS
Jun Iwasaki, Concertmaster
   Miller Nichols Chair
Stirling Trent, Associate Concertmaster
Sunho Kim, Assistant Concertmaster
Anne-Marie Brown
Michael Brown
Betty Chen
Anthony DeMarco
Susan Goldenberg
Tomoko Iguchi
Dorris Dai Janssen
Chiafei Lin
Yun-Chung Lin
Vladimir Rykov
Alex Shum

SECOND VIOLINS
Tamamo Someya Gibbs, Principal
Carter Coleman, Associate Principal
Kristin Velicer, Assistant Principal
Minhye Helena Choi
Mary Garcia Grant
Kazato Inouye
Rena Ishii
Paul Kim
Stephanie Larsen
Filip Lazovski
Sodam Lim
Ayrton Pisco

VIOLAS
MingYu Hsu, Principal
Duncan Steele, Associate Principal
Jessica Nance, Assistant Principal
Kent Brauninger
Sean Brumble 
Marvin Gruenbaum
Jenifer Houck
Duke Lee
Jesse Yukimura

CELLOS
Mark Gibbs, Principal
   Robert A. Kipp Chair
Susie Yang, Associate Principal
   Richard Hill Chair
Alexander East, Assistant Principal 
Maria Crosby
John Eadie
Lawrence Figg
Sally Kim
Meredith McCook
Allen Probus
Matthew Beckmann*

DOUBLE BASSES
Landon Honolka, Principal
Evan Halloin, Associate Principal
Nils Aardahl
Joseph Nuñez
Richard Ryan
Michael Zogaib

FLUTES
Michael Gordon, Principal
   Marylou and John Dodds Turner Chair
Shannon Finney, Associate Principal
Alejandro Lombo

PICCOLO
Alejandro Lombo

OBOES
Kristina Fulton, Principal
   Shirley Bush Helzberg Chair
Alison Chung, Associate Principal
Matthew Lengas

ENGLISH HORN
Matthew Lengas
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CLARINETS
Raymond Santos, Principal
    Bill and Peggy Lyons Chair
Javier Morales-Martinez, 
    Associate Principal
John Klinghammer

E-FLAT CLARINET
Javier Morales-Martinez

BASS CLARINET
John Klinghammer

BASSOONS
Ann Bilderback, Principal
    Barton P. and Mary D. Cohen Chair
Thomas DeWitt, Associate Principal
Maxwell Pipinich

CONTRABASSOON
Thomas DeWitt

HORNS
Roy Femenella, Principal
    Landon and Sarah Rowland Chair 
David Sullivan, Associate Principal
Elizabeth Gray
David Gamble
Stephen Multer
Benjamin Bacni*

TRUMPETS
Julian Kaplan, Principal
    James B. and Annabel Nutter Chair
Shea Kelsay, Associate Principal
Hyojoon Park

TROMBONES
Evelyn Carlson, Principal
Porter Wyatt Henderson,
   Associate Principal
Joseph Maiocco

BASS TROMBONE
Joseph Maiocco

TUBA
Joe LeFevre, Principal
   Frank Byrne Chair

TIMPANI
Timothy Jepson, Principal
   Michael and Susan Newburger Chair

PERCUSSION
David Yoon, Acting Principal
Justin Ochoa, Associate Principal
   Adrian and Nancy Kay Hertog 
   Family Chair
Joe Desotelle*
Madison Shake*
Leo Simon*

HARP
Chai Lee, Principal

KEYBOARDS
Daniel Velicer*

LIBRARIANS
Elena Lence Talley, Principal
Fabrice Curtis, Associate Principal

DAVID T. BEALS III CONDUCTOR
Daniel Wiley, Associate Conductor

Justin White, 
   Director of Orchestra Personnel

Elena Collins, 
   Assistant Personnel Manager

*Substitute/Extra Musician
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Symphony Society
Contributors

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE 
($100,000 and Above)
Anonymous
Ann Baum / G. Kenneth  
  and Ann Baum  
  Philanthropic Fund
Barnett and Shirley Helzberg 
J.B.† and Anne Hodgdon 
Michael† and  
  Susan Newburger 
John and Marny Sherman

COMPOSER’S CIRCLE
($50,000 to $99,999)
Anonymous (2)
Virginia and Charles† Clark
Hargroves Family Foundation
Carol and John Kornitzer
Ford and Christine Maurer
Pat and Beth McCown
Betty C. Scott 
Paul J. Sekhri
Dana Seeley
Vera and Mike† Seeley
Kent Sunderland

MUSICIAN’S CIRCLE
($30,000 to $49,999)
Anonymous
June Beaver
Susan and Charles Chambers
Tim Cook
J. Scott Francis,  
  Discretionary Fund /  
  Francis Family Foundation
Michael and Marlys Haverty
Joan Horan 
Rod and Susan Kelley
Bill and Peggy Lyons 
Edward P. Milbank
Betsy Piebenga
Gary C. Robb and  
  Anita Porte Robb
Randy and Mary Ann St. Clair
Linda and Steve Taylor 

BRAVURA CIRCLE 
($12,500 to $29,999)
Web and Tracy Bixby
Dr. Carol Blum and  
  Mr. Steven Wilson
The Brandmeyer Family
Marian Wood Bump
Kenny and Sherrie Burgess
Curtis and Lillian Cooper
William Hudson Curry†
John and Jane† Davis
Paul and Lynn Douthat
John M. and Mary Ann Edgar  
  / Edgar Law Firm LLC
Warren and Jenny Erdman
John and Myonza Gray
Kenneth and Marilyn Hager
John and Innes Hale
Donald Hall, Sr.†
Dr. Sara Hicks and  
  Mr. Michael O’Connell
Kim and Ted Higgins
Liz and John Hjalmarson
Grace G. and  
  Dr. James M. Hobbs II
Ellen and Irv Hockaday 
Chris and Adele Hodgdon 
Rita and Lamar Hunt, Jr.
Steve Joss 
Julie Kemper Foyer  
  and Jean-Charles Foyer
Carl Manning and Dana Fields
Doug and Nina McKenna
John and Jackie Middelkamp
Sue and Lewis Nerman
Dr. Ron and Donna Patton 
Drs. Sanford and  
  Elizabeth Peterson
George and Wendy Powell 
Jill Ingram Reynolds
Sid and Jeannine Richison
Dennis and Palle Rilinger 
Charlotte and Bob Ronan 
William and Nancy Scheerer 
Ken Schmitz
Randy Sedlacek and  
  Mary Ventura

Drs. Wallace and  
  Mary Fern Souder
Jonathan and  
  Meredith Sternberg
Linda S. Stevens 
Robert M. Suhre 
Bill and Marilyn Taylor 
Ursula Terrasi and Jim Miller 
Melanie and H. Wayne 
  Thompson, Jr.
Ann Marie Trask
Marylou Turner 
Chasitie and Michael Walden / 
  Burgess Family Foundation
Connie Walker
Daniel Walker 

CRESCENDO CIRCLE
($6,000 to $12,499)
Anonymous (2)
M. Wayne Alexander  
  and John W. Braum 
Sara and Stephen Balawajder
Christopher Beal  
  and Timothy Van Zandt
Melinda Beal
Leonard and Irene Bettinger  
  Philanthropic Fund of  
  the Jewish Community  
  Foundation of Greater  
  Kansas City
Brian and Jennifer Blake
Suzanne Block
Robert and Silvy Brookby
Grant and Wendy Burcham
Wendy and Troy Burgess 
Martha Comment
Bunni and Paul Copaken
Uta Cross
Michael and Diane Dark
Nancy Doty Davis
Paul DeBruce and Linda  
  Woodsmall-DeBruce / The  
  DeBruce Foundation
Richard and Maureen  
  Durwood Foundation
Mark and Lisa Ebbitts

The list of individual contributors includes gifts of $2,500 or more 
received between July 1, 2025 and July 15, 2026.

† In memoriam
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Howard and Anne Elsberry
Sue Ann and  
  Richard Fagerberg
Michael D. Fields 
Ernest and Amy Fleischer
Donald Flora and  
  Janet Stallmeyer
Shelly Freeman and  
  Kimberly Jones
Bradley and Theresa Freilich
Joyce French
Suzanne Frisse
Marilyn A.W. and  
  Norman E. Gaar, Esq.† 
Michael and Sara Gentry
Jacob Gerson
James Gerson
John and Lynn Gerson
Levi and Emily Gerson
Peter and Chris Godfrey
Chuck and Karen Haber
Bill and Nicki Hancock
Christopher and  
  Marsha Haufler
Susie and Spence Heddens
James Heryer and  
  Annette Evans
Bill and Irma Lou Hirsch
Bradley and Karen Hodges
Sharon and John Hoffman
Paul and Amy Holewinski
Linda Houston Foundation
Quinton and Kristen Huffman 
Beth Ingram
Sue and Ken Ingram
Roger and Sandy Jackson
Vicki and Harold James
Tom and Madeline Johnson
Nancy L. Kain 
Dr. Andrew Kao
Homer and Becky Kay
Kirk Foundation / Judy Kirk
James C. Kogel 
Mordy Kopperman
Thomas and Janice Kreamer
Lois Lacy
Michael and Patricia Manners
JoZach Miller and Peter Bali
Stephen and Susan Miller
Pete and Michelle Mirakian
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Neuer
George and Cynthia Norton
Edward and Chris Null
George and Suzy Pagels
John and Linda Perkins
Sam Price Family Foundation
Sarah, Joseph, Pamela  
  and Donald Raffurty
Greg and Caroline Reintjes
Lisa and Charles Schellhorn

Don W. Shanks 
Dr. John Sheets and  
  Dr. Joy Stevenson
Joe and Susan Sims 
Dr. Gregory and Janet Starks
Greg and Barbara Storm
Ann and John Sundeen, Jr.
David and Meg Swant
Fr. Paul Turner
Patricia Werthan Uhlmann 
Steven and Janet Walker
Robert and Merrill Walz 
Lynne and Carl Weilert
Howard and Irene Weiner
Gena and Steven Williams
John and Mary Sue Williams
George and Beverley Wilson

OVERTURE CIRCLE
($3,500 to $5,999)
Anonymous (3)
Patty Aenchbacher
Mr. and Mrs. James Andrews
Scott and  
  Bernadette Ashcraft
Richard and Emily Ballentine
Scott and Robin Boswell
Doug and Cindy Brown
Robert and Pamela Bruce
Steve and Sally Burk
Mary Canham
Robert L. Claassen
Patricia Cleary Miller
Stephen and Karen Clegg
Joe Clerico and Cecelia Witt
Donna Gould Cohen
Jane and George Cornwell
Jeff Cotter and Karen Suhre
Margaret Cummings
Sally and Jack Danforth
Steven DeWilde and  
  Bradley Pearson
Tim and Deanna Diebolt
Michael and Melanie Fenske
Joerg and Christa Finger
Mark Gardner
Mark and Nancy Gilman
Dr. and Mrs. Charles W.  
  Gorodetzky
Carol Grantham
Denise Griffey and  
  Leon Langlitz 
Sally Groves
Dr. Allen and 
  Mrs. Gail Gutovitz
Katie and Aaron Hackman
Dr. Richard and Julie Hellman
Pamela T. Henderson
Kathleen Honan

Pegge Hudgins
Dr. Randall and  
  Doranne Hudson 
Randy and Kelly Huffman
Dr. and Mrs. Allen Iske, Jr.
Allen and Carol Jenks
Bruce and Janet Kernes
Dr. Robert Klein
Rachel Krantz and  
  Edward Goldstein
William and Linda Kornitzer
Norman and  
  Margaret Kressmann 
Dr. and Mrs. Steven B. Laster
Dr. Julio and Vivian León
Larry and Marilyn Lewis
Dr. Barbara Lukert and  
  Estate of Mary Stoskopf
Greg, Terri, and  
  Martha Maddux
Michael and Julie McCann
Dr. David L. McLaren
George and Linda Neill
Pam and Jim Nolan
Christopher and  
  Megan Olvera
Dr. Jayne Opeña Bumgarner 
and Mr. Jerry Bumgarner
Lyman and Sally Ott 
Nancy Panzer-Howell
Willy Pegues and  
  Hayat Abdullahi
Leslie Pfriem
William and Stacy Pratt
Cyndy Price
Patricia Raffel
Fred and Susan Reynolds 
Scott and Beth Riekeman
Michelle and Chuck Ritter
Glen and Susan Sands
Miriam and Daniel Scharf
Clarence E. Simmons, Jr.
Christopher and Lisa Sirridge
Charlie and Jeanne Sosland
Susan and Tuck Spaulding
Jeannine Strandjord
Dr. Angela and  
  Mr. Patrick Valadez
Deanna and Larry Van Cleave
Dale E. Walker
Myron and Nicole Wang
Charles and Linda Wells
Janice White
Dr. Michael J. and  
  Cindy S. Wurm
Bernie Young and  
  Sandra Holt
Karl and Beth Zobrist

C
O

N
T

R
IB

U
TO

R
S



8

Symphony Society Contributors (cont.)

Anonymous (2)
Rob Adams and Rob Gray
Susan and Ho Anthony Ahn
Steve and Jeri Allison
Jim and Schatzi Ball
Ken and Bobbie Bower
Cheryl and Barry Brady
Stephen and Susan Bubb
Gerard and Judy Bukowski
Vince and Julie Clark
Una Creditor 
Bill Dickinson and  
  Barbara Loots
Carol and Mark Dirkes
Dr. Margaret Estrin Drinkwine 
and Mr. Frank Drinkwine
Peggy and Terry Dunn
Barb and Scott Eckley
Ellen Feldhausen
Deborah Fick
Ginny Fisher
Brad and Mary Footh
Dr. John and Mrs. Hilary Fried
John and Ellen Goheen
Susan and Zack Hangauer 
John Hardesty and  
  Marilyn Macha
Michael Henry and 
  Terry Anderson
Dale and Debra Herrick
Charles and Mary Kay Horner

Roger Hurwitz
Robert and Anne Hutcherson
John and Ann Kenney
Allan King and Nancy Bean
Drs. Kathy M. Krause  
  and Robert H. Lee
Ermalyn Kubart and  
  Clinton Ludeman
Gloria LaDue
Robert and Margaret  
  Ann Langdon
Mary Leonida
Bruce and Priscilla Long
Tim and Martha Madderom
Graham and Helen Marcott
Donna and Rex Martin
Kay Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Barry C. Mayhew
Julia Meyer
Pam and Joe Meyer
Sharon Milens
Donald and Linda Milligan
C. Michel Minor 
Stephen and Erin Mos
Mona Nelson
Melodie A. Powell and  
  Jerry L. Short
Kathryn and James Prevost
David Raffel
Philip and Nancy Reicher
Constance Roeder 

Dr. Thomas Russell
Carmen Sabates
Jim and Barb Scherer
Jack and Errett Schmid 
Janice and Mark Schonwetter
Zachary and  
  Christina Shafran
Suzanne Shank and  
  John Lohmeyer
Lora Smith
Rick and Betsey Solberg 
Barbara and Jack† Spilker
Drs. David E. and  
  Frances G. Sternberg
Connie Stirgus-Marley
Terry and Pam Sullivan
Sven and Julia Sykes
Dr. Anne Regier and  
  Dr. Robert Takacs
Tate Family Foundation
Don and Cathy Thomson
John and Angela Walker
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Webb
Heinz Wehner and  
  Judith Biggs
Sheila Wikas 
John and Carol Yorke
John and Karen Yungmeyer

FANFARE CIRCLE ($2,500 to $3,499)

We are grateful for all donations. We make every effort to list donors 
accurately. Space limitations, however, don’t allow us to print every gift in the 
program book. If we have omitted a name, or if you would like to modify your 
listing, please call 816.218.2624.

† In memoriam
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ALL ABOARD FOR

Contact kcsymphonyball26@gmail.com for more information
or visit our website kcsymphony.org/symphonyball

An elegant evening of 
music, dining and dancing 
inspired by the rhythm and  

romance of the 1940s

Presented by the Symphony League
to bene�t the Kansas City Symphony

09    12    26
Historic Union Station

Melanie Merrill Thompson
Ball Chair 

Beth and Pat McCown
Honorary Chairmen

Performance by the Kansas City Symphony 
conducted by Matthias Pintscher 

 With big band music to close out the evening

Symphony Ball Program Ad.pdf   1   5/5/26   3:39 PM



2026  27                                           Season

The Rite of Spring
AUGUSTIN HADELICH PLAYS MENDELSSOHN
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

The Planets
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

Dancing in the Street: 
The Music of Motown
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18

Interstellar Live
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25

GET TICKETS AT
KCSYMPHONY.ORG


